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Two Voices Echo 


My paintings reflect the Indigenous Peoples’ experience: interacting with the dominant culture, the 
ecological environment, and technology. This interaction exists in the forms of contrasts and syntheses, as 
an artist, I address the cultural past, present, and future of Native People, in the formal painthandling and 


the composition of my work. 


My experience as a Native person living in Canada allows me to reflect on the polarity between the 
natural world and the high-tech one. The Parfleche paintings, in particular, aim to bridge the two cultural 
realities: formally, the stained nuances of an organic, natural colour field, and the thick geometric lines 
painted in artificial day-glo colours of technology exist together in this work. Similarly, although the stripes 
in some painting allude to traditional Native blankets, these designs are also an integral component of 


abstract painting typical of the New York School. 


Colour is a major component in my work. However, the fusion of high-Modernist colour field, or 
stripe painting with historic Native art, such as parfleche designs, tee-pee decorations, robe and regalia 
paintings, or tribal textiles of the Southwest, gives my work specific personal context and meaning. 
Therefore, these painting’s are not limited to formal issues alone, instead, their designs express an inherent 


significance, one rooted in traditional Native culture. 
Since I began my art training, my work has evolved through various stages. The current work reflects 


my concern with combining formal practices with designs and patterns from my Native cultural heritage. 


In this way, my work resonates with echos of two cultural voices. 


Jeff Kahmakoatayo-Kam 
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THE CARRIER 
ACRYLIC ON CANVAS 
191cm X 209cm 

dy oes 


FIRST AND LAST 
ACRYLIC/DAY-GLO ON CANVAS 
19lcm X 219cm 

eee O! 


PARFLECHE/CELL CHARGE 
ACRYLIC/DAY-GLO ON CANVAS 
191cm X 204cm 

75" X 80" 


COMMUNION 
ACRYLIC ON CANVAS 
183cm X 196cm 

(Pee ois 


TRANSITION 
ACRYLIC/DAY-GLO/GLITTER ON CANVAS 
173cm X 203cm 

68" X 80" 


COAT OF MANY COLOURS 
ACRYLIC ON CANVAS 
159cm X 204cm 

63" X 80" 


CONFLUENCE 
ACRYLIC/DAY-GLO ON CANVAS 
183cm X 196cm 

WPAN I ibe: 


CAUGHT-UP 

ACRYLIC ON CANVAS 

3 Panels each 82cm X 191cm 
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ACRYLIC/DAY-GLO ON CANVAS 
104 cm X 104cm 

41" X41" 
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“PARFLECHE/ ARTIFICIAL COMPONENTS” 173 cM X 219 CM ACRYUC/DAY-GLO 


Jeff Kahmakoatayo-Kam 
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